FIRST SCENE

(Amelia slips and falls on Viktor)

Viktor

Amelia

Amelia

Viktor

Viktor                 

Hello

Amelia

Sorry. I'm sorry. He nearly killed me.

Viktor

You OK?

Amelia

I'm fine. I love the suit.

Viktor     

Hugo Boss. On sale, $149.99.

Amelia

That's a bargain. (She sees the books on Viktor’s arm). Napoleon?

Viktor

Yes, yes. And Josephine.

Amelia    

Do you know what Napoleon gave Josephine on their wedding day?

Viktor

Amelia? Would you like to have eat to bite? Food. Tonight?

Amelia

You're asking me out for dinner?

Viktor

Yes.

Amelia

Yeah. Sure. What time?

Viktor

Dinnertime.

Amelia

Where do you want to go?

Viktor

I know place.

Gupta                   

Do you have an appointment?

Viktor

Navorski.

Gupta

This way, please.

Viktor

Thank you.

Amelia         

I didn't know they had a patio up here. It's very nice.

Enrique

Good night.

Viktor       

Please. Please. Please. Please.

Enrique

Sorry. So, tonight we have cannellonis or chicken.

Amelia

Cannelloni, please.

Enrique

Cannelloni. (Attempts to put napkin on Amelia’s lap but doesn’t know how and throws it on her) Sorry.

Amelia

Thank you.

Enrique

For you, sir?

Viktor

Same.

Enrique

That's a great, great choice.

Enrique

I'll be back. (Goes and comes back with croissants puts it in the plates with his hands). Let me see. Enjoy.

_____________ we could also start from here ___________________

Amelia

Did you know the croissant was invented in Romania?

Viktor

Tell me.

Amelia

OK. It's 1742 and the Turks invade Bucharest, making a surprise attack under the cover of night. But the town bakers... [pager beeps] Sorry.

Viktor

So, the bakers?

Amelia

No, never mind. It's a dumb story.

Viktor

No, please.

Amelia

I'm sorry, Viktor. Nobody really cares where the croissant was invented. I'll bet the Romanians themselves don't give a shit.

Viktor

I care. Is histories. Is truth.

Amelia
I'm 39 years old.

Viktor

No.

Amelia

Yeah.

Viktor

No.

Amelia

That's the truth.

Viktor

You are not.

Amelia

I tell everybody I'm 33 and most of the men I've dated think I'm 27 but no. I'm 39.

Viktor

So? I was 39 once.

Amelia

I was 18 years old when I started working for the airlines. I've been doing this over 20 years. And now there's no more pretending. This is it. It's why my address book is by city and my pager goes off during dinner. [pager beeps]

Amelia

You can switch off pager. I wish I could. I've been waiting for a phone call for seven years. I know it's coming, Viktor. That's why I can't break it off. That's why I live out of hotels and have my little suitcase packed, ready to go, just in case he wants to meet me for the weekend. Yeah. I've been waiting my whole life. Just don't know what the hell for. (pager vibrates, she takes it and leaves the table). I'm so sorry.

Viktor
I live here.

Amelia

What?

Viktor

I live here, in terminal. Gate 67.

Amelia

You live at the airport?

Viktor

Yes. Day and night. This home, like you. They tell me to wait. So I wait.

Amelia

All frequent fliers feel the same way you do, Viktor. Everybody's waiting. Everybody. For a flight, for a meeting...

Viktor

I don't wait for flight or meeting.

Amelia

Then what are you waiting for? [pager beeps] 

Viktor

Is OK. I understand.

Amelia

I have an idea. Come here.

Viktor

What you do? (Amelia is about to throw out her beeper from the terrace) You sure?

Amelia

More than anything, I'm sure of this. (Both prepare to throw their beeper) Ready?

[They throw their beepers both laugh]

Viktor 
So, when do you come back?

Amelia 

13 days. How about you?

Viktor

I will be here.

Amelia
But what if your schedule changes? Maybe we should exchange phone numbers.

Viktor
No. I will be here. You know what Napoleon give to Josephine when he win Bavaria?

Amelia

Tell me. Come on. Tell me.

Viktor

I will show you. 13 days from now.

Scene
SECOND SCENE

Amelia

I guess you missed your flight again. Or maybe you have a really bad travel agent.

Viktor

Please. Sit.

Amelia

It's OK, Viktor. All men lie. At least you're not very good at it.

Viktor

I did not lie.

Amelia

You told me you were delayed. You never said it was for nine months.

Viktor

Maybe you see the man the way you want see the man.

Amelia

So what am I seeing? Who are you?

Viktor

I... 
Amelia

Unacceptable?

Viktor

Yes. Yes.

Amelia

You want to hear the funny part? I broke up with him. I was coming here to tell you he's out of my life. I'm free. I got tired of waiting. At least we have that in common.

Viktor

Amelia, you know what Napoleon give to Josephine when he win Bavaria?

Amelia

No.

Viktor

I show you. Please. Please. Sit. Please.(He uncovers fountain)  That was gift. Napoleon to Josephine. One thousand fountains.

Amelia

You built this for me?

Viktor        

Please. Sit. Don't get wet. (Viktor tries to make the fountain work and it doesn’t) Come on. Oh... [speaks Bulgarian] It no work. It should shoot, big water up to ceiling.

Amelia

Just tell me the truth. Did you escape from an institution? Are you a criminal? You're living here, Viktor. You're living at Gate 67. I just want to know why.

Viktor

Here. I show you.(Shows peanut can) My father.

Amelia

Viktor, please tell me your father isn't in that peanut can.

Viktor

This is jazz. My father, Dimitar Asenov Navorski, see this photograph in Hungarian newspaper 1959. He say he look at photograph for seven days. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday... 

Amelia

Who are they?

Viktor

Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonious Monk, Sonny Rollins, Art Blakey, Max Kaminsky. 57 of them all together. After looking at photograph for seven days, my father has idea. He begin to write letters to club, Lickety Split, Snookie's Sugar Bowl. He ask the nuns to write English. Hundreds letters. And then he wait. He wait month, week, year. My father wait 40 year. And they all sign names. One by one. They all write their name and send it to my father. All but not one. Benny Golson. Saxophone. My father die before Benny Golson write his name and send to my father. So I make him promise. I keep promise. I promise I will go New York, find Benny Golson, have him write name to put in can. 

Amelia

And you've been living here so you could do this for your father?

Viktor        

Maybe I think he do it for me. You say you are waiting for something. And I say to you, "Yes, yes. We all wait". 

Amelia

What are you waiting for?

Viktor        

You. I wait for you.

(They kiss)
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